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THE VIRGIN MARY IS ADORED AND WORSHIPED 
IN BOTH THE CHRISTIAN AND MUSLIM FAITHS.

“O Mary, indeed Allāh gives you
good tidings of a word from Him,
whose name will be the Messiah,
Jesus, the son of Mary.”
(Quran 3, 45)

For Muslims as for Christians, Mary heard the Angel Gabriel’s message telling
her about the miraculous birth of her son, Jesus.

This announcement made by the Angel Gabriel to Mary appears in the third
Surah (chapter) of the Quran (Surah Al Imran-the family of Imran) and at the
beginning of the Gospel of Saint Luke.

The Christian and the Muslim traditions both recognize the virginal conception
of Jesus in Mary’s womb.  

Mary is the object of special adoration by many practising Christians and
Muslims. She is held in the highest respect by many of both faiths.   
 
Shrines in Mary’s honour are visited by both Christians and Muslims all over the
world. Their adoration for Mary is pivotal in their coming together in faith. 

“And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and give birth to a
son, and you shall name Him
Jesus.” 
(Luke, 1, 31)  

For Christians everywhere, Mary is the Mother of Jesus, the son of God and also Mother of all
mankind. For Muslims, Mary is the most honoured woman of creation. Mentioned 34 times in

the Quran, an entire Surah (chapter) is dedicated to her name.
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On a daily basis, both Christian and Muslim communities are often subject to
prejudice because of a reciprocated lack of knowledge and
misunderstanding of cultures.
Today’s increasing identity sensitivity and awareness can often undermine
social cohesion and communication is the only way to overcome fear and
ignorance.    

Within an evolving, dynamic and secular framework, we are all encouraged
to build a society in which fraternity flourishes and tolerance of religions and
cultures is respected.

Multiple initiatives organised by different religious institutions and
associations have taken place to exchange ideas and these have been both
praised and encouraged. Ensemble avec Marie’s vision of spirituality within a
grass roots, community led context has been an integral part of these events.

UNITING CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS THROUGH 
A SHARED CULTURE OF FELLOWSHIP

The similarity of the two readings of the Annunciation that
appear in both the Gospel and the Koran is the catalyst for the
Ensemble avec Marie movement.
Christians and Muslims with culturally diverse backgrounds seek
to build a civilisation founded on love and peace in full respect of
individual identity.

A vision initiated in Lebanon

Since March 2007 and for the first
time in history, Christians and
Muslims from all denominations
celebrate the Annunciation
together in Lebanon and this
event is televised throughout the
country. 

The 25th March has become a
national Islamic-Christian holiday
since the need for a united country
was considered to be of great
importance.  In 2017, the Prime
Minister was an honorary guest at
this event.
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A MOVEMENT WHICH IS ...

SPIRITUAL

United together in worship,
Christians and Muslims
share their mutual love of
the Virgin Mary. 
Mary is an emblematic
figurehead who
encourages fellowship by
spiritual understanding.

GRASS ROOTS
INSPIRED
 
These meetings are
popular and reach out to
everyone. The Virgin Mary
unites people from every
social infrastructure and
these events mobilize all
followers of both the
Christian and Muslim
faiths.

COMMUNITY
DRIVEN

Ensemble avec Marie’s
goal is to promote peace
and fraternity between all
mankind with true respect
of diversity in today’s
fragmented society.
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WHO ARE WE ?

Committed Christians and Muslims

Ensemble avec Marie is composed of Christians and Muslims
who either represent an association within their community or
who are religious believers in their own right.

Joint governance 

An International Orientation Committee meets twice a year
and support local initiatives.
Local Steering Committees composed of equal numbers of
Muslim and Christian representatives meet throughout the
year to prepare subject related conferences and to develop
projects in hand. These local meetings are a living source of
fellowship and brotherhood.
 
EFESIA Association

Presided by Gérard Testard, this Association preaches “the
culture of coming together”, and in particular with Muslims. It
is the working ethos of Ensemble avec Marie in France,
Belgium and various countries in Africa and the Middle East.
Within a legal framework, this project is driven by Muslims and
Christians together.

THE SPONSORSHIP COMMITTEE

MUSLIM PUBLIC FIGURES
Ghaleb Bencheik, « La Fondation de l’Islam de France » president
Khaled Bentounès, spiritual leader sufism organization Alawiyya
Mustapha Cherif, University teacher, ex minister 
Azzedine Gaci, mosque rector of Villeurbanne 
Anouar Kbibech, president of "Le rassemblement des musulmans de France"
and member of CFCM
Tarek Oubrou, imam of la Grande Mosquée de Bordeaux
Aïcha Haddou, Co-présidente of "réseau de Femmes de foi de Belgique" 
Azad Hedaraly, president of Conseil Schiite de France 
Chems-eddine Hafiz, rector of the Great Mosque of Paris

CHRISTIAN PUBLIC FIGURES
Monseigneur Jean Marc Aveline, Marseille Bishop , president du Conseil pour
les relations interreligieuses 
Cardinal Philippe Barbarin, archbishop émérite de Lyon 
Monseigneur Michel Dubost, ex president of Conseil pour les relations
interreligieuses 
Le Métropolite Emmanuel, de France, president de l’Assemblée des évêques
orthodoxes de France
Véronique Fayet, ex president of Secours Catholique 
Monseigneur Gemayel, Bishop de l’Éparchie maronite de France
Nagy el Khoury, co-secretary  « Ensemble autour de Marie », Liban 
Dominique Quinio, Director of newspaper La Croix from 2005 to 2015.
President of Semaines Sociales de France
Monseigneur Michel Santier, Bishop émérite of Créteil

CIVILIAN PUBLIC FIGURES
Leili Anvar, journalist, master of conferences 
Karima Berger, writer, vice-president of Ecritures et Spiritualité
Bariza Khiari, ex senator, president of l’Institut des Cultures d’Islam 
Thierry Mulliez, CEO, ex president of AFM Mulliez
Jean-Christophe Peaucelle, franc ambassador
Mohamed Nokkari, co-secretary « Ensemble autour de Marie », Liban 
Étienne Pinte, former mayor of Versailles, president of Conseil national de
lutte contre la pauvreté et l’exclusion sociale (CNLE) 
Dominique Reynié, political scientist and director of la fondation pour
l’innovation politique
Pierre Servent, writer, journalist and et expert in military strategy 
Agnès Thill, deputy
Mohamed Bajrafil, ambassador, Permanent Delegate of the Comoros to
UNESCO

6



A RECOGNIZED MOVEMENT EVENTS HELD IN EUROPE,
AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST 

In order to launch a Ensemble avec Marie
group, a local Committee has to be
formed. 
Start-up documentation, a road map and
intranet access to the Ensemble avec 
 Marie web site as well as links to other
already established Committees
subsequently become available.

The inaugural meeting took place at the Basilica
of Notre-Dame-de-Bonne-Garde in Longpont-
sur-Orge.

On 21st March 2015, more than 800 Muslims and Christians
gathered together in the Basilica of Longpont-sur-Orge (France)
which is renowned for its shrine to the Virgin Mary and in a region
where discussions between both faiths are particularly active.

In 2016, Together with Mary meetings continued to take place
and thrive despite the fragile context after massive terrorist
attacks in both France and Belgium, thus underlining the need
for such an initiative.   

The movement continues to expand with local Christian and
Muslim committees setting up in new towns all over the country.
These meetings take place in churches, mosques or non-religious
venues attended by anything between 100 – 1000 people. 
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AN EXPANDING MOVEMENT 

A spiritual, grass roots, community driven movement gathering momentum
Together we continue to unite with Mary to reinforce our message for peace and to build a society based on love for one another. 
The movement is supported by many recognized Christian and Muslim institutions as well as public and diplomatic bodies.

Ensemble avec Marie Meetings

More than 150 meetings have taken place since the launch of Ensemble avec Marie in 2015 and during the Covid
pandemic these were conducted on line. At the same time out-reach study meetings organized in partnership with
the ISTR (Institut de Science et de Théologie des Religions) of the Institut Catholique de Paris promote the
movement with documented scientific and theological knowledge.

Respective prayers
Individual experiences
Interventions
Showing and sharing of
symbols
Chants/music
Sacred texts / scriptures
Friendly, convivial meetings

Events shared equally
amongst Christian and
Muslims consist of :

An on-hand organisation providing assistance for new meetings and projects.  
Every meeting is by nature different and takes into account the particular aspects of the
country, the town, the Christian and Muslim local communities. The International Steering
Committee defines the major guidelines and oversees the feedback of shared experiences to
develop a unified movement seeking peace throughout the world.

A local comitee
Each local committee receives a handbook and training to initiate a meeting and with total
respect of the brief. Mutual knowledge and shared experiences form a sound basis on which
to build solid foundations of friendship..
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More than 150 Ensemble avec Marie meetings have
taken place since its launch in 2015. 

During the global Covid pandemic, these have been
transmitted via the web in France, Africa 

and the Middle East.
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Marie dans la Bible et le Coran (Février 2019) - Mary in the Bible and the Quran 
Marie chez les mystiques chrétiens et musulmans (Février 2021) - Mary in Christian and Muslim mysticism
Marie chez les penseurs  contemporains musulmans et chrétiens (programmée en Février 2023) - Mary in a Christian/Muslim
contemporary context 

The implementation of dialogue and the actions put into place towards “the coming together of cultures” is rarely problem free. Their
legitimacy are often rightly questioned and indeed challenged both indirectly and openly.   It is for this very reason that the committee
members of Ensemble avec Marie rely heavily on proven scientific knowledge. To this end, a partnership has been established with the ISTR
branch of the Institut Catholique de Paris and every two years a one day workshop takes place to oversee this vital role.

 In this way the ISTR nourishes the theories that are the grass roots of the Ensemble avec Marie intuition. 

A document is published after each of these one day workshops.
Published texts are a recognized source of shared knowledge all of which help to discover the fullness of Mary in the Quran, in the Bible and
within mystical literature. 
Christian and Muslims study their respective texts through which a greater sense of meaning is often a welcome and unexpected source of
discovery for everyone. 
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Ensemble avec Marie Workshops
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A MOVEMENT ENHANCED BY DIALOGUE AND REFLECTION    



"Maisonnées de la Paix Ensemble avec Marie" - Peace in the Home
"Classes Ensemble avec Marie" - School Classroom discussions 
"Rencontres en prison Ensemble avec Marie" - Prison sessions 

In addition to the Ensemble avec Marie conferences and workshops, the movement is also developing the wider
sense of the “coming together culture” by outreaching in new directions.

AN EXPANDING MOVEMENT 

Groups of 6 – 10 Christians and Muslims living in the same
geographical area meet approximately 6 times a year to discuss a
recommended theme (example: Ramadan and Lent, God’s word in
times of conflict, peace within boundaries, Ecology and the God'
gift….).

These shared times of brotherhood and discovery in a respected and
caring atmosphere are an opportunity for everyone to talk freely and
in confidence.

People come together by focusing on a specific theme while sharing
experiences and listening to other personal testimonies.

Maisonnées de la Paix Ensemble avec Marie
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The positive lessons learnt from the meeting in 2019 in the Ittré Prison in Belgium with 10
Christian and 10 Muslim prisoners as well as 20 other people were conducive to forming
a small working group. Members from the Ensemble avec Marie Steering Committee
and the Secours Catholique as well as the Secours Islamique met to explore the
promotion of such initiatives in the future. 

These encounters within the prison framework where brotherhood dialogue is weak
were very much appreciated as was the input of both the Christian and the Muslim
prison chaplains.

Young people grow up today in a very diverse society. Cultures and religions are often
misunderstood either through ignorance or misrepresentation of information within
an ever-evolving social media framework often difficult to ignore and which
promulgate fundamentalism in response to an identity fall out.
Ensemble avec Marie seeks to develop discussions within the classroom to raise
awareness and to encourage understanding through brotherhood.
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Ensemble avec Marie classes in schools

Ensemble avec Marie sessions in prisons

Both a Christian and a Muslim share the Ensemble avec Marie presentation and the
teaching leans on a variety of different educative tools and visual supports (sacred
texts, games, works of art, videos etc…) all of which encourage questions and
discussions amongst young people.



Message from Mrs Irina Bovoka
Former Directeur-General Director of UNESCO

The annual Ensemble avec Marie Conference is an
opportunity to celebrate dialogue between cultures and
religions and to hold high the values to which we all adhere:
the respect of others within a framework of cultural diversity
and the conviction that what brings us together is always
stronger than that which separates us.

These values have never been more important than today in
a society where many cultures cohabit amidst introverted
assertion of identity through fear of the unknown.
Everywhere in the world violence is escalating, nourished by
ignorance and prejudice leading to extreme forms of cultural
cleansing as seen recently in the Middle East.

It is no surprise therefore that in this context our mission is to
promote and to support every initiative that helps to build
bridges, to highlight convergences and to underline the
many points in common shared by people of different faiths.

UNESCO is totally committed to promoting a multitude of
initiatives including dialogue between Christians, Jews and
Muslims.

The Ensemble avec Marie Conference is a commendable
illustration of this spirit of cooperation. I hope these
Ensemble avec Marie meetings will pave the way towards a
new era of dialogue. May they help to overcome prejudice
and to be an example to everyone that dialogue is possible,
that it exists and that it is and always will be an ongoing
source of enrichment, of comprehension and of authority.

the 2nd of April 2016

“I want you to understand that I love you. Thanks to
Mary as our guardian figurehead, our differences are
respected by way of her love as our unifying energy, the
language of our hearts. Spiritual elevation is embodied
in mankind. It is a willingness, a need to open our hearts
in order to embrace, discover and transmit.  
We are suffocated by a lack of love and stifled by the
lack of tenderness.” 

Ghaleb Bencheikh
Chairman of the Fondation de l’Islam de France

 
“I fully support and congratulate the Ensemble avec
Marie movement as these meetings clearly demonstrate
how encouraging brotherhood helps to dismiss fear
while nurturing friendships undermine
misunderstanding and violence. 
This dialogue between Christians and Muslims is the
Church’s mission and a sign of God’s goodwill towards
all men.”

Monseigneur Jean-Marc Aveline
Chairman of the Conseil pour les relations

interreligieuses et les nouveaux courants religieux
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WORDS OF PRAISE 
AND ENCOURAGEMENT



Augustins de l’Assomption
Chapelle des 7 Dormants

Communion Tibhirine
Eglise Maronite

Institution Thérésienne 
Wali Asr

Who is Hussein
Mehfile Zainab

D’autres associations sont engagées
localement dans l’organisation des

rencontres, ou en instance de
rejoindre le comité d’orientation

international.

Ils nous soutiennent

Associations engagées

Contact

OUR PARTNERS

Apprentis d'Auteuil
Association Al-Khoei ACIK 

Association Internationale Soufi AISA
Association Mehfile Zainab

Association Wali Asr
Association Who is Hussain
Augustins de l’Assomption
Chapelle des 7 Dormants

Communion Tibhirine
Conseil Shiite de France CSF

Efesia
Eglise Maronite

Futur 21
Groupe d'Amitié Islamo-Chrétienne GAIC

Institut de Science et de Théologie des Religions 
Institution Thérésienne

Mouvement des Focolari
Ministère des Affaires Etrangères

Scouts Musulmans de France 
Secours Catholique

Secours Islamique de France
Service National des Relations avec les Musulmans SNRM

...
Other associations are committed to organizing further similar meetings or are in the process of becoming part of the

International Steering Committee. 
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www.ensembleavecmarie.org  
contact@ensembleavecmarie.org - 01 84 60 86 10

6 rue Lhomond - 75005 Paris 


